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A-5 Electro-Pneumatic Switch Machine 
 

The A-5 Electro-Pneumatic Switch Machine is 

designed for use with single switches, single-slip 

switches and/or movable-point frogs.  It can be 

readily adapted to right-hand or left-hand layouts 

without the need of additional parts.  The A-5 is a 

time-proven, reliable switch machine that incur-

porates point detection in the circuit controller. 

 

General Description 

Primary components of the A-5 include an air cylinder 
slide bar and single escapement crank for single 
switch, single-slip switch and double-slip switch 
applications.  The escapement crank is equipped with 
an adjustable operating rod arm that may be adjusted 
to satisfy any switch stroke in common use.  
Additionally, it has ample motion in the switch basket 
for meeting any increased switch stroke that may 
develop due to wear or shifting of the stock rail. 

Air cylinder sizes are proportioned so that any 
machine, when applied to the proper layout, will 
operate properly (under ordinary conditions) on a 
minimum air pressure of 50 psi.  A feature of the 
machine’s slide bar is a friction lock that provides 
resistance against creepage.  All A-5 versions contain 
a circuit controller and a base plate for direct mounting 
to the ties. 
 

Advantages 

 Operates down to 50 psi pressure. 

 Adjustable operating rod arm. 

 Remote on on-site operation. 

 Right or left-hand layouts. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ordering Information 

 Refer to ordering tabulation for A-5 switch machine 
part numbers. 

 If ordering an A-5 machine for a new switch layout, 
please provide all required specifications and 
mounting dimensions according to approved track 
layout plan.  Contact your Hitachi Rail STS USA 
Account Executive for any assistance needed. 

 Refer to RSE-6J1 for recommended maintenance 
tools. 

 Request Service Manual SM-5044 for replacement 
parts. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A-5 Switch Machines

Cylinder Point

Order No. Layout Diameter Detector Notes

N294251 Right-Hand 5 in. X (1)

N294252 Right-Hand 5 in. X (1)

N294253 Right-Hand 6 in. X (2)

N294254 Left-Hand 6 in. X (2)

N294266 Left-Hand 6 in. X (3)

N294267 Right-Hand 6 in. X (3)

Note (1):  With heater.

Note (2):  With heater for double-slip switch.

Note (3):  With heater for movable-point frog.
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